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The stipendiary dismissed the case. This is the second time
these manufacturers have been prosecuted within the last
few months; last October the case was also dismissed by
Mr. Kinghorn, the deputy stipendiary magistrate

The Dangers of Overhead Electrical Wires.
During a snowstorm last week a bunch of telephone

wires, becoming overweighted with snow, fell across the over-
head electrical wires in connexion with the tramway system
now so general throughout the city. The telephone wires,
which immediately became charged with electricity, came
in contact with a number of pedestrians, causing them
severe electric shocks. Many people became entangled in
the wires and writhed about in an agony of convulsions for
a long time before they could be extricated. Unfortunately
two men were found to be dead upon removal to the hospital,
whilst 20 or more individuals were taken to the
Royal Infirmary and were found to be suffering from
severe injuries, such as burns and extensive lacera-
tions of the integuments, besides injuries to the nervous

system caused by shock. An inquiry into the circum-
stances attending the two deaths is being held by the
city coroner. It is sincerely to be desired that the respon-
sibility for the lamentable occurrences may be placed upon
the proper shoulders. The introduction of the electric cars
into Liverpool has already been attended by many disasters.
The proximity of telephone wires to the trolley wires, which
are charged with a high voltage, is a danger to life which
should not be tolerated, and it is time for the public to
demand that some degree of safety in the neighbourhood of
the electric tramway lines be assured to them.

The Royal Infirmary; Annzcal Meeting ; the Yaeant
Honorary Physiciancy

The annual meeting was held on Jan. 30th at the board-
room of the infirmary. The Lord Mayor and the Bishop of
Liverpool were specially invited to attend. The bishop.
in proposing a vote of thanks to the honorary physicians and
surgeons, alluded to Dr. T. R. Gtynn’s long services to the
hospital, which he eulogised in flattering terms His lordship
said that, as one connected with the medical profession
all his life, he thought he was justified in saying that the
part of the work which a doctor liked best was his hospital
work. Work which was thus well loved was sure to be well
done, and not only was it well done but it was

done at the cost of great self-sacrifice. His lordship
concluded a sympathetic speech by proposing the appoint-
ment of Dr. Glynn as consulting physician, which was
unanimously carried. The bishop also alluded to the
generosity of Mr. George Melly, a member of the committee,
who had provided the installation of the electric light in
the wards and corridors at his own cost. It is expected that
Dr. T. R. Bradshaw, the senior assistant physician, will
have an unopposed election. It is generally recognised that
Dr. Bradshaw has earned his promotion to the higher post
of honorary physician.

The -Royal Southern Hospital.
At the annual meeting of the subscribers to the Royal

Southern Hospital on Feb. llth, the treasurer’s statement
showed a very unsatisfactory state of things. The debit
balance, which at the end of 1899 was ;M140, had now
’increased to .671.70. The president made an earnest appeal for
funds to support the only general hospital at the south end
of the city. During the course of the meeting Mr. Alfred
’L. Jones intimated that his film (Elder, Dempster, and Co.)
would increase their subscription to .E50 a year and also
give a donation of .E500 towards the reduction of the debt.
,It also transpired that a further donation of .S500 had been
received from Mr. F. J. Harrison. Alderman Paull
also promised to double his subscription and he appealed
to others to do the same. There is now every prospect of a
large reduction of the hospital debt, if not its total
-liquidation, by the assistance which, in due time, it will
receive from the proportion of the Lord Mayor’s hospital
century fund, which is progressing satisfactorily, more than
half the amount asked for by the Lord Mayor having been
already subscribed. The annual dinner, which had been

arranged for Feb. 12th, in conjunction with the Liver-
pool School of Tropical Medicine, and which the Duke of
’Northumberland, the Earl of Derby, Professor Ray Lankester,
and others had promised to attend, will not take place
owing to the national mourning and the death in Brazil of Dr.
Walter Myers. ,

Another Disruption at the Cancer and Skin Hospital.
The income of this charity does not appear to be altogether

satisfactory. The treasurer’s report states that there is a
credit balance of &196 16s. ld. as against a debit balance of
.6217 on Dec. 31st, 1899. This apparently satisfactory result
had, however, only been arrived at by the expenditure of
capital. Legacies and donations, instead of being invested,
have had to be used as current income. An undercurrent of

feeling appears to exist in the management of the charity in
spite of the lessons of former troubles. Colonel Pi kington,
the chairman of the hospital committee (one of the new
members elected since the resignation of the old com-
mittee, which has already been recorded in THE LANCET),1
was opposed by a clique at the annual meeting held
on Feb. llth and was defeated by a small majority.
Colonel Pilkington accepted a seat on the committee
at a time when it was difficult to get anyone to
serve. I ’ the words of Mr. A. T. Miller, a member of the
committee, "he had er deavoured to do his duty and had
had to thwart the designs and ambitions of some people."
Truly the charity is still in troubled waters Will this latter
evidence of ’discord encourage the Hospital Sunday and
Saturday Committee to restore to the hospital the grant
which under pressure of public opinion was withdrawn
a year ago ?
Feb. 12th.

WALES AND WESTERN COUNTIES
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Plague in Cardiff. 
’

THE suspicion that the man who died from plague at
Cardiff on Jan. 31st was infected by a plague-stricken rat
has been verified by Dr W. G. Savage who has reported that
in one rat which he examined plague bacilli were found to be
present in large numbers. The corporation has announced
by public advertisement that the sum of 4d. will be paid for
every rat guaranteed to have been caught within the borough
or port sanitary district and delivered at the corporation
depot. There are three official rat-catchers in the employ-
ment of the corporation and this number has been tem-

porarily increased to six. The practical utility of the Cardiff
and County Public Health Laboratory is emphasised by
Dr. E. Walford in his report for the last quarter of 1900 when
he states that in connexion with the October case of plague
the facilities offered by the laboratory enabled a provisional
diagnosis to be given 18 hours after the patient was seen
by the bacteriologist. Upon a subsequent page of the
same report we are told that the cook of a steamship was
removed on Dec. 31st, 1900, to hospital presenting symptoms
of plague with inguinal and axillary glands on both sides of
the body slightly enlarged and inflamed. Some blood and
exudation from the glands were taken for bacteriological
examination, the results of which were completely negative,
and the case was treated as one of septicaemia.

Insanitary Houses in Cardiff.
Although Cardiff is one of the oldest towns in the

kingdom it did not increase in size to any very considerable
extent until the latter half of last century In 1881 the
population was about 80,000 and it is now estimated at
200,000. One is not surprised, therefore, to find in a report
of the medical officer of health presented to the Health
Committee on Feb. 4th that there are in the town com-

paratively few slums or courts. The report, which is

apparently made in compliance with sec. 32 of the Housing
of the Working Classes Act, 1890, refers to 134 houses in
different parts of the town containing an aggregate of 331
rooms and with a total population at the time of inspection
of 395 persons. Dr. Walford represents that 129 of these
houses in 28 groups are unfit for human habitation and the
committee adopted his suggestion that they should be dealt
with in accordance with the provisions of sec. 32 of the Act of
1890. The report does not state when the houses in question
were erected-an omission which is to be regrettpd in view of
the fact that until quite recently the building by-laws in
force in the borough were not by any means based upon the
most approved lines.

Remuneration of Colliery S2c,ryeoras.
It has been well known that the colliers in South Wales

have been earning during the past year unusually good
wages-10s. a day is said to be the average-and at the
Merthyr County Court last week it was proved that several

1 THE LANCET, August 5th (p. 366) and 19th (p. 515), 1899.
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defaulting debtors were colliers earning considerably more
than this sum. It is .gratifying to know that those colliery
surgeons who are paid by a poundage -usually 3d in the

pound-upon the men’s earnings have now an opportunity
of recouping themselves for the losses which they sustained
during the recent five months’ strike, when many of them
received no payment at all although there was no diminution
in the attendance upon the colliers and their families.

Remuneration of Medical Officers of Health.
Judging from several recent instances the Local Govern-

ment Board seem to have decided that the minimum salary of
a medical officer of health who devotes his whole time to the
service shall be &pound;500 per annum. The Merthyr Urban Dis-
trict Council, the medical officer of health having recently
resigned, propose to pay his successor a salary of JMOO per
annum, rising by annual increments of .E25 to .E500 per
annum. The Local Government Board do not refuse their
sanction to this salary, but will not agree to the requirement
that the officer appointed shall devote his whole time to the
duties, until the salary shall have reached &pound;500. The

appointment will be for a period of five years and will be
made on March 6th next. There is no town in South Wales
which requires more vigorous sanitary administration than
Merthyr, and it is a great pity that the Local Government
Board cannot get the district council to appreciate the full
extent of their responsibilities.

Liabilities of Medical Officers oj Friendly Societies.
A case of considerable importance to the surgeons of

friendly societies was heard before Judge Owen at the Barry
County Court’ on Feb. 5th. A member of the Barry lodge
of the Ancient Order of Foresters who was suffering from
pleurisy was attended on Nov. 20th, 1900, by Mr. P. J.
O’Donnell, the surgeon to the lodge, who when he called at
the man’s house on the following day found the door locked
and was unable to gain admittance. Later in the day
and during surgery hours the patient’s wife asked Mr.
O’Donnell to visit her husband the same evening. He replied
that as he had seen the man the previous day and had
already called at the house once that day he could not see
him again until the following morning. The woman there-

upon called upon another medical man to attend her husband
and his fees, amounting to 2 Is., were sued for in the county
court. A special meeting of the lodge had been held to
inquire into the circumstances of the case, and Mr. O’Donnell
had been exonerated by the members from all blame in the
matter. The county court judge, however, held that he
should have attended when asked to do so by the patient’s
wife, and gave judgment in the man’s favour.

Small-pox at Barry.
Upon the arrival at Barry of a Spanish steamer from

Barrow-in-Furness, on Feb. 6th, it was found that three
members of the crew were suffering from small-pox. They
had been vaccinated, together with the remainder of the crew,
at Barrow a few days before owing to the occurrence of a
fatal case of small-pox among the sailors on board. A
fourth case was found on Feb. 9th on a steamship which
had left Cardiff on the day before. The Barry Urban
District Council have had plans prepared and have even
received tenders for a small-pox hospital, but in con-

sequence of the opposition of some of the townspeople
the erection of the buildings has been indefinitely postponed.
Fortunately, however, the town possesses a very well-

appointed hospital for the isolation of infectious diseases
other than small-pox and the medical officer of health (Mr.
George Neale) has very properly refused to allow it to be

occupied in view of a contingency such as the present arising.
His forethought is now fully justified, for the four men in
question were promptly removed to this institution. It is to
be hoped that the opponents of the council will now with-
draw their opposition, which they must see is most ill-
advised and not at all conducive to the best interests of the
town.

Newport Medical Society.
An ordinary meeting of the members of this society

was held on Jan. 30th, Mr. Walter Basset, the presi-
dent, being in the chair.-The honorary secretary (Dr. J.

Howard-Jones) was instructed to enter upon the minutes
of the meeting the profound regret of the society at
the death of the Queen.-Mr. A. Falconer Hayden ex-

hibited a case of Sarcoma of the Humerus of large
size and very rapid growth in a girl of 17 years, and
Dr. A. Garrod Thomas brought before the members a case of

Infantile Paralysis affecting Muscles around the Shoulder
Joint. Curiously enough both patients had in the first
instance been treated by bone-setters for injuries.- Mr. J.
Lynn Thomas and Dr. A. William Sheen, two members of .

the society who have recently returned from South Africa,
gave some details of their experiences, Mr. Thomas with the .

Welsh Hospital and Dr. Sheen with the Langman Field
Hospital Limelight views taken by both the speakers were
thrown upon the screen, and thev included two photographs
of the Dutch commander De Wet which had been taken

by Dr. Sbeen. From the remarks that were made it was.
evident that the Welsh Hospital and the Yeomanry Field-

Hospitals were thoroughly efficient.
South Devon and East Cornwall Hospital.

The annual meeting of the subscribers of this institution
was held at Plymouth on Feb. 8th. The medical report
stated that during 1900 the in-patients numbered 1282, an
increase of 38 compared with 1899. There were also2654
out-patients treated against 2650 in the previous year. 287
patients had been sent to the Pearn Convalescent Home,
against 253 in 1899. The financial statement showed that
the income amounted to 96492 and the expenditure to

.E6755. During the past year a donation of L2000 had been
received from Mrs. F. Cubitt, and in December last the
trustees of the late Mrs. E. S. Hains sent .E21,000 to form a.
fund to be called the "Elizabeth Hay Fund."

Clifton Dispensary.
The eighty-eighth meeting of the subscribers of the Clifton

Dispensary was held on Feb. 5th under the presidency of the
Rev. G. Hemming. The medical report stated that 3451
patients had been treated during 1900, including 73 cases of
midwifery, as compared with 4203 in 1899. The financial
statement showed that there was a favourable balance of
&pound;127. 20 patients had been sent to the Jubilee Convalescent
Home at Clifton.
Feb. llth. 

________________

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

-Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh.
A QUARTERLY meeting of the Royal College of Physicians

of Edinburgh was held on Feb. 5th, Dr. Fraser, the Pre-
sident, being in the chair. At the commencement of the

proceedings it was unanimously resolved that the College
present to His Majesty King Edward VII. an address of con-
dolence on the death of Her Majesty Queen Victoria and of
congratulation on His Majesty’s accession to the throne.
Dr R. M. Ronaldson was introduced and took his seat as

a Fellow of the College. Mr. Tom Henry Trevethan

Frampton was admitted by ballot to the Fellowship of the
College. On a ballot the following candidates were

admitted to the Membership of the College after examina-
tion : Dr. Noel Dean Bardswell, Banchory; Mr. Charles
Plumley Childe, Southsea ; Dr. George William Hamilton
Cumming, Torquay ; and Dr. Charles Harold John son,
Edinburgh. The Registrar reported that since the last

quarterly meeting 33 persons had obtained the licence of
the College by examination.
The Curator submitted his report for the past year regard

ing the research and reporting undertaken in the laboratory
during the year and the expenditure incurred. The report
showed that 25 workers had been engaged in research, 1122
specimens had been reported on, and the expenditure had
amounted to &pound;822 6s. 10d. The arrangements which had
been concluded between the College and the town council,
by which the bacteriological diagnosis of suspected cases of
tubercle, diphtheria, and enteric fever occurring among the
citizens of Edinburgh is carried out in the laboratory at the
expense of the town, had been in working order for some
months. Negotiations were in progress between the College
and the Local Government Board, whereby it was intended
that the bacteriological examination of suspected cases of
plague would be conducted within the laboratory on payment
of a fee for each report identical with that paid by the
English Local Government Board. A special department of
the laboratory, isolated from the rest of the premises and
judged suitable by the President (Dr. Fraser), had been set
apart for the purpose.

Dr. Alexander Bruce was after examination recognised as
a lecturer in Practice of Medicine and Dr. William Wood


